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As the locus of classical architecture and urbanism, the Greek world occupies an important 
place in the history of architecture and urbanism. This course explores the various periods 
and different moments of architectural creation during the first two millennia, from the 
palace complexes of Minoan Crete to the cities of the Hellenistic world (1600-100 BCE), and 
tackles major concepts, theories and practices of architectural and urban design. In studying 
a variety of sources – both ancient and modern – lectures examine concepts of organizing 
space, issues of structure, materials, decoration and proportion. The purpose of the course 
is to shed light on Greek architectural and urban projects within their social, political, 
religious, and physical contexts. 
 

The fields of study of classical architecture and urbanism has developed as an expression of 
colonialism and nationalism, and this course exposes takes an active role in current 
discussions in decolonizing the status of “the Classics” or “the classical” and shedding light 
on classicizing approaches in the study of ancient architecture.  
 



 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
On successful completion of this course students are expected to be able to: 

• Identify and analyze the Greek architectural and urban developments  
• Be familiar with the wide range of new architectural forms and technological 

innovations that developed and spread in the ancient Greek world 
• Be able to analyze concepts of organizing space, issues of structure, materials, 

decoration and proportion, the role of architecture in ancient Greek society 
  
OUTCOMES 
On successful completion of this course students should have developed: 

• Skills for the analysis and interpretation of Greek architecture and urbanism. 
• Ability to evaluate visual, material and textual evidence in relation to the study of 

Greek architecture and urbanism.  
 
METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 
Participation          20% 
Active class participation  
 

Presentation in Week 9        20% 
At mid-term, each student will be responsible for a presentation of 10 min. 
 
Final Project / Paper         40% 
For the final, students will be expected to produce a project – for some, this might be a 3D 
reconstruction project accompanied by an annotation 6-page paper; for others, a 10-page 
double-spaced research paper.  
 
Take home exam  
Take-home exam due on May 13       20% 
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