ART 5200 Aegean Bronze Age Art: Luxury Items
Spring 2025, Wednesdays, 10:15-1:15, BENN 138
Dr Elizabeth Shank
elizabethshank@hotmail.com/ (717) 504-5043

Course Description

In this seminar, Aegean Bronze Age Luxury Items such as jewelry, elaborate stone vases, carved
figurines, seals of exotic materials, frescoes, and fine-ware pottery will be examined in detail. We will
question the manufacture of the items and how the materials were obtained as well as the iconography
and “value” or “statement” made by owning such pieces. In particular, issues of elite status and the

projection of Minoan and Mycenaean ideals and beliefs will be studied.

Outline of Assignments and Assessments
Types of assignments:

1. Object Analysis paper: This paper will be a medium-length (15 page) research paper on a luxury
item of the students’ choice. Each student should create a PowerPoint presentation to share with
the class which will be followed by discussion. This paper and presentation will be worth 40% of
the final grade.

2. Final Research Paper: This longer paper (20-25 pages) will focus on the larger issue of trade of
luxury items. Again, each student will create a PowerPoint presentation that will be shared with
the class, followed by discussion. This paper and presentation will be due on December 2 and 9
and will be worth 60% of the final grade.

Schedule
January 15  Welcome and Introduction to the class
*Please look over Philip Betancourt’s book Introduction to Aegean Art, 2007

January 22 The Mediterranean World in the Bronze Age
Readings: Cline, Eric, 2005. “Multivalent Nature of Imported Objects,” in Emporia: Aegeans in
the Central and Eastern Mediterranean, Aegaeum 25, Robert Laffineur and Emanuele Greco,
eds., pp. 45-52. Wiener, Malcolm, 2013. “Crete, Egypt, and the Near East in circa 2000 BC,”
Cultures in Contact, Aruz, Joan, Sarah B Graff, and Yelena Rakic, eds., pp. 34-45.

January 29  Luxury in the Early Bronze Age
Readings: Sotirokopoulou, Peggy. 2021. “Cycladic Figurines: An Overview,” in Mobile Images of

Ancestral Bodies: A Millennium-Long Perspective from Iberia to Europe, pp. 263-288.

February 5  The Foundation of the Palaces on Crete
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Readings: Keneally, Anna. December 24, 2023. “Bull and Bull-Leaping Iconography: Knossos,
Tell el-Dab’a and Beyond,” On Discentes, web.sas.upenn.edu/discentes/2023/bull-and-bull-
leaping-iconography-knossos-tell-el-daba-and-beyond

February 12 Akrotiri, Thera- the luxury of a well-preserved site
Readings: Banou, Emilia. 2015. "Egyptian Influence and Aegean Transformation at Akrotiri,
Thera: The Jug no. 8960 With a Libation Scene, "Journal of Ancient Egyptian
Interconnections 7.3. pp. 18-23. Nikolakopoulou, Irene, 2009. “Beware of Cretans Bearing
Gifts; Tracing the origins of Minoan Influence at Akrotiri, Thera,” in The Minoans in the
Central, Eastern, and Northern Aegean, Hallagher, Erik, ed., pp. 31-40.

February 19 Citadels and Royal Burials of the Mainland
Readings: Davis, Jack L. and Sharon R. Stocker. 2016. “The Lord of the Gold Rings: The
Griffin Warrior of Pylos,” Hesperia 85.4, pp. 627-655.

February 26 Online lecture by Evgenia Tsafou, 12 pm

March 5 Short presentations
*SPRING BREAK!*

March 19 Carved ivories and their popularity in the wider Mediterranean
Readings: Feldman, Marian H. 2013. “The Art of Ivory Carving in the Second Millennium BC,”
Cultures in Contact: From Mesopotamia to the Mediterranean in the Second Millennium BC, pp.
248-258.

March 26 Online lecture by Marie Nicole Pareja, 12 noon

April 2 Jewelry, seals, and signet rings: iconography as a sign of luxury
Readings: Panagiatopoulos, Diamantis. 2015. “Sealing and “Exchange” in the Late Bronze Age
Aegean and Beyond,” in Policies of Exchange. Political Systems and Modes of Interaction in the
Aegean and the Near East in the 2** Millenium BCE, Birgitta Eder and Regine Pruzinsky, eds., pp.
277-291. Stocker, Sharon S. and Jack L. Davis. 2017. “The Combat Agate from the Grave of the
Griftin Warrior at Pylos,” Hesperia 86, No. 4, pp. 583-605.

April 9 Fine-ware pottery and stone carved vases and trade
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Readings: Lis, Bartlomiej, Stepan Ruckl, and Maria Choleva. 2015. “Mobility in the Bronze Age
Aegean of Aeginetan Potters,” in The Transmission of Technical Knowledge in the Production of

Ancient Mediterranean Pottery, Walter Gauss, Gudrun Kleibinder-Gauss, and Constance von

Ruden, eds., pp. 63-76.

April 16 Architecture and Frescoes’2 immoveable luxury?
Readings: Shaw, Maria C. 2009. “Review Article: A Bull-Leaping Fresco from the Nile Delta
and a Search for Patrons and Artists,” AJA Vol. 113, No. 3 (Jul., 2009) pp. 471-477. Palyvou,



