Disclaimer: This syllabus is from a previous semester. Expect some minor changes.

CHIN 1147/6147
2024 F &
Contemporary Chinese Fiction ¥ Bl % X «J> 3t

Instructor

Dr. Maiheng Shen Dietrich ¥/ #r

Office: 701 Williams Hall

E-mail: maiheng@sas.upenn.edu

Office hours: TR 12-1pm or by appointment
Classroom: BENN24

Texts
Selected fictional works published in China during the last two decades of the 20" century.
Reading texts will be posted on Canvas.

Course Description

This course is designed for those who have achieved native or near-native level of reading
proficiency in Chinese. Extensive reading should be expected. The reading consists of influential
literary works published in China since the late 1970s. Several movies adapted from fictional
works penned during that period are also included. The 1980s and 1990s—known as the “new
era”—witnessed an unprecedented surge of ideas and creative energy in the literary field. For the
first time in modern Chinese history, literary creation was decentralized and became genuinely
the activity of individual writers. Many drastically different literary movements and schools
mushroomed as a result. Although many of these schools are short-lived, their impact on Chinese
literary creation is extraordinary and long lasting. The objective of this course is to provide an
overview of this new era literature. Our investigation will focus on the shifting purpose of
creative writing over this time period and the socio-political environment that prompted such a
shift Their implication to current and future literary creation in China will also be briefly
discussed. The class is conducted in Chinese. In addition to reading, several short essays and a
mini-research project will be assigned.

Assignments
The following are the assignment categories and general requirements:
¢ finish reading assignments by the date indicated on the schedule and annotate as you read
e post answers to discussion board questions (i4#&4&) (minimum 5; undergraduate 300-
400 characters/graduate 400-500 characters)
e write two critical essays (& )
e conduct an independent mini-research project, and present it in class (2 k&%)
All works must be done in Chinese unless otherwise indicated. All papers must be typed in 12-
point font, double-space, and with one-inch margin on all sides. Either traditional or simplified
characters are acceptable. The critical essays must have a title and include all references cited.


mailto:maiheng@sas.upenn.edu

Expectations
The following conducts are expected from students:
e complete homework assignments on time and submit them on Canvas
e actively participate in class discussion
e speak up your mind during class and keep an open mind of different perspectives and
opinions
e respect other people’s intellectual property. Any instance of plagiarism or other form of
cheating will be dealt with according to Penn policies regarding academic integrity
https://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/code-of-academic-integrity/
e you may not submit any work generated by an Al program as your own. If you include
material generated by an Al program, it should be cited like any other reference material.
You are solely responsible for the accuracy and quality of such references.
e silence and put away your cell phone and DO NOT TEXT during class

Attendance & Participation

Regular attendance is expected. Any absences should be reported through the Course Absence
Report system. (You can submit a Course Absence Report by logging on to Penn InTouch and
choosing the “Course Absence Report” option from the menu on the left.) You are permitted
three (3) absences for any reason, after which each additional absence will result in a 1%
point reduction from your final grade. Tardiness of 20-minutes or more is counted as absence.
There are no “excused absences” — if you miss class, you are responsible for making up any
work and for knowing the material covered.

The purpose of the Course Absence Report system is to facilitate communication between
instructors and students when students miss class. The system allows you to inform the instructor
about absences of five days or less. If the absence is more than five days, you should contact
your home school advising office for assistance and to discuss the academic implications of a
longer absence.

Assessment

Essays (& ) 40% (2X20%)
Discussion board postings (34 #4%) 15% (5 out of 7, 5X3%)
Perusall annotations ([Z] 1 £.12) 15%

Mini-research project (2 k k%) 20%

Class attendance & participation 10%

Reading Schedule (subject to change)
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