PHIL 1342: BIOETHICS

Instructor: Maja Sidziriska

Course Description

“Bioethics” is short for biomedical ethics, which refers to the study of moral decision-
making in the context of biology, medicine, and biomedical technology. Examples of
bioethical questions include: What is disease? What rules should guide biomedical
practices in the doctor’s office, in the public sphere, or on a global arena”? Topics covered
in this survey include the nature of disease, informed consent, privacy, medicalization,
euthanasia, pregnancy, abortion, surrogacy, eugenics, disability, medical racism, and
global health. We will be concerned with how moral principles inform decisions about our
lives, our healthcare, and our deaths, and we will consider how these biological aspects of
our lives inform what kind(s) of moral principles we might adopt in turn. No previous
engagement with philosophy is expected. The course will begin by providing students with
select analytical tools and normative approaches that can be used to engage bioethical
questions. It is not necessary to purchase any texts for this course.
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