GRMN 312-301 MOC
Seeing Green: Environmentalism in Germany and Austria
Synchronous Sessions on M and W 4:00-5:00pm, Asynchronous on F
Professor Simon Richter (srichter@sas.upenn.edu)
Teaching Assistant Mimi Hacking (mhacking@sas.upenn.edu)
Many regard Germany as a leader in the transition to renewable energy. The Green Party has
been a significant player in federal and local politics since 1981. The current Austrian chancellor
is a member of the Green Party and the Green Party is in Austria’s governing coalition. Soon,
Germany will shutter its last nuclear reactor. Work on the coal phase-out has already begun.
Germans and Austrians overwhelmingly support aggressive climate action by their government.
How can we explain this?
In this course, we will become familiar with current policy and practice relative to climate,
environment, and energy in Germany and Austria. We will also delve into the cultural history of
German environmentalism in order to understand policy and practice today. We'll learn about the
origin of the German concept of sustainability in early 18th-century forestry; the role of the
forest in Romanticism; Nazi-era environmentalism; the environmental movement in the DDR;
"Waldsterben" as environmental and cultural phenomenon; the anti-nuke movement and the rise
of the Green Party; the "Energiewende"; and the impact of the uprising to protect the Hambacher
Forest on the coal phase-out. We'll make use of readings from policy, history, and literature, and
screen feature and documentary films. Because this course is taught in German, we will also
integrate level appropriate, content-based language instruction where appropriate.
Course Goals and Learning Objectives
Using authentic materials, we will work to understand the background of the current state of
green movements and environmental justice in present-day Germany and Austria. Through
analysis and interpretation of documentaries, governmental reports, literature, podcasts, and
other material, you will also build your own perspective. You will be asked to reflect on your
own participation in environmental movements and behaviors, and will consider not just the past
of environmentalism, but, most crucially, its futures and how these futures relate to you.

At the end of this course, you will be able to:
•
•
•

Interpret real material from German and Austrian governments, media, reform
groups, and others regarding environmentalism
Discuss contemporary attitudes about climate change and the energy transition in
Western Europe with an awareness of their historical emergence
Express your own opinions about the future of German and Austrian
environmentalism

Class Structure for Spring 2021. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this course will be taught
online in the spring 2021 semester to ensure the safety and well-being of our community. To
provide equitable and successful learning for all students, online sessions in Water Worlds are
designed as synchronous (live and in-person) and asynchronous (individual and small-group
engagement) with offline components. Synchronous Sessions: Monday and Wednesday from
4:00-5:00pm, via Zoom. Zoom sessions will be interactive and collaborative and will be based
on assignments completed in advance. Asynchronous activities will be ongoing throughout the
semester in preparation for or in support of synchronous sessions. Individual, interactive, and
collaborative engagement will be coordinated on Canvas and includes: viewing short recorded
lectures and videos, film screenings, individual and small-group discussions, and one-on-one
meetings with instructor.
Typical Weekly Schedule
DATE
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Description of Activity
Synchronous class session with plenary & small group breakouts
Homework
Synchronous class session with plenary & small group breakouts
Homework
Asynchronous online article/video analysis

Required Course Materials: All readings and videos will be accessible online.
Grading
3 Tests (10% each)
Podcast
Recorded PPT presentation
Editorial
Assignments
In-class participation

30%
10%
10%
10%
20%
20%

Tests in Week 5, 10 and during exam week are low-stakes, non-cumulative tests that allow
students and instructor to gauge knowledge and understanding of the basic information learned
in the course.
Podcast. Students choose a topic and a corresponding expert to interview (contacts provided by
the instructors). Students conduct research, prepare and submit questions to instructor for review,

conduct and record the interview (ca. 30 minutes), and create a 10-minute podcast, which is peerreviewed by members of the class. Due dates determined by topic.
Video recorded PowerPoint presentation. Students prepare a 10-minute recorded ppt
presentation about a personality, who played a crucial role in the topic for a given week’s focus.
Students conduct research, collect images, write and submit a script for instructors to review, and
record presentation. Due dates determined by the person chosen.
Editorial. Week 8 is devoted to the Landeswahlen in Rheinland-Pfalz and Baden-Würtemberg.
Students choose a controversial or urgent topic in relation to the election campaigns, conduct
research, and write an opinion piece fortified with sound arguments. Circa 500 words.
Assignments involve completion of online exercises such as discussion boards, annotation
exercises, online searches, short content quizzes, etc. On average there are three assignments per
week.
In-class participation involves regular attendance and informed participation during structured
class time and assumes completion of all asynchronous assignments.
Academic Integrity
All courses in Germanic Languages and Literatures adhere to the Penn Code of Academic
Integrity: http://www.upenn.edu/academicintegrity/ai_codeofacademicintegrity.html.
Please familiarize yourself with the Code of Academic Integrity. The department works closely
with the Office of Student Conduct. The use of any translation program or cutting and pasting
from a website is considered plagiarism. The department values your own work and seeks to
foster a relevant and honest educational environment. We reward effort. We’re not looking for
perfection.
Calendar
Week 1

Introduction

Week 2

Environmental consciousness in Germany and Austria

Week 3

The Energy Transition and recycling

Week 4

A closer look at the Energy Transition

Week 5

Mobility and opposition to wind turbines

Week 6

The origins of sustainability. Forestry in the 18th and 19th centuries

Week 7

Forest romanticism

Week 8

Regional elections in Rhineland-Palatinate and Baden-Wurttemberg

Week 9

Forest neo-romanticism

Week 10

Nuclear power and the origins of the Green Party

Week 11

The impact of Chernobyl and Fukushima on German environmental politics

Week 12

The environment and environmentalism in the GDR

Week 13

Hambacher Forest and the coal phaseout

Week 14

Youth movements. Fridays for Future and climate Youtubers

Week 15

What the future holds

