Reading in Modern Chinese Documents
#E X%
Chin 1048, Spring 2022 (for 2024 advanced registration use)
Time: TR 12-1:20 PM,

Instructor: Dr. Mien-hwa Chiang
Office: Williams Hall 702

Course Description:

Objective: This documentary survey course is a literacy and history focused course,
designed for students whose Chinese proficiency is at the Advanced-mid level (Penn
heritage track 0620, regular track 0860, 0870, 1040) . The course is designed for social
sciences majors and anyone who is interested in using historical records to study China.
The three purposes of this one-semester course are: 1) to enlarge and refine students’
perspective of China’s development; 2) to develop students’ ability to read and use Chinese
language documents for research; and 3) to gain familiarity with the state, society, and
cultural development in twentieth-century China. Through collection of excerpts from
essays, documents, and speeches written from 1903 to 2021, this course will facilitate
students’ understanding of the problems and changes facing Chinese society from the end
of the Qing Dynasty to the present. Topics will include speeches by revolutionary leader
Chen Tianhua, political leaders Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping, as well as ex-Chinese
ambassador to America Qin Gang. In this advanced Chinese language course, you will be
asked to express yourselves orally and in written form on the topics of the reading materials
beyond your current level. It is hoped that after working with these interesting and
overlooked set of texts and conducting oral discussions and online research, students can
be better prepared linguistically and culturally in their future careers or MA programs in
the fields of political science, sociology, international relations, law, history,
communications and business.

Pedagogy: Both intensive reading (f%13%) and extensive reading (7Z1%) are needed for
long-term Chinese learning. Texts in the survey course range from 1500 to 3500 words in
length, occasionally in the literary form. Given the length of the texts and students’
advanced proficiency, students will not read sentence by sentence and line by line; instead,
the teaching approach adopts the extensive and intensive reading methods, whereas the
goal of extensive reading is to comprehend the content, and goal f the intensive reading is
to delve into the deeper meaning and language of certain important sections of a longer
text.

In the first meeting, one of the students will be asked to state and post the main ideas of the
reading (in English or Chinese) and its historical background via Padlet. We will then
practice intensive reading and read important sections aloud.

In the second meeting, we will have vocabulary and reading comprehension quizzes as an
assessment of students’ understanding of the text. Then we will continue reading the
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important sections aloud. For each article and speech, we ask why this person would be
producing this document, at this time, in this particular place. Through these questions we
collectively conclude the significance of the document.

Evaluation: Your grades in this course are determined by the following six categories of
performance:

Attendance and Class participation 10%

Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension and Translation Quizzes 15%
Two Unit Exams 30%

One Reading Assessment (1%)

Two Oral Reports + Written Reflection on the Reports (10+14=24 %)
Homework ( 4X5=20%, 4 HW and 1 Preview Discussion)
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Extra credits 3-5%: attending China-related talks on campus, conducting research
using first-hand Chinese resources, attending Chinese Program-organized mental health
talks* (approved by instructor)

*Mental Health Lecturers: 2/10, 3/17, and 4/7, Thursdays 12-1PM at FAGN Auditorium
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